
Contents

Introduction by Tyina L. Steptoe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xix

1919–1945

Walter White: The Race Conflict in Arkansas,  
December 13, 1919

A Massacre in Phillips County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Ida B. Wells- Barnett: Condemned Arkansas Rioters Look  
to Chicago for Help, December 13, 1919

Raising Funds for the Defense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Archibald H. Grimké: The Shame of America: Or the  
Negro’s Case against the Republic, December 29, 1919

“Marching through . . . an enemy’s land” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Military Intelligence Division: Memorandum on  
Marcus Garvey, May 5, 1921

“A pure grafter” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Mary E. Jones Parrish: from Events of the Tulsa Disaster, 1921
The Destruction of a Black Community . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

B. C. Franklin: The Tulsa Race Riot and Three of Its Victims,  
1921

“Fiendishness and barbarity”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Otis Clark: Oral History Interview on the Tulsa Race  
Massacre, 1921

“Whites were jealous of us” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

Marcus Garvey: Membership Appeal to the Negro Citizens  
of New York, July 1921

“The glorious cause of African freedom”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Scipio Africanus Jones: Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus  
in Moore v. Dempsey, September 21, 1921

Appealing Death Sentences in Arkansas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Warren G. Harding: Address in Birmingham, Alabama,  
October 26, 1921

A Plea for Political and Economic Equality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   9JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   9 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



x CONteNtS

Raymond Clapper: Timely Talk on Race Issue,  
October 26, 1921

The Divided Response to Harding’s Speech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

James Weldon Johnson: The Passage of the Dyer Bill,  
February 4, 1922

The House Votes on an Anti- Lynching Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

Colonel Mayfield’s Weekly: Negro Porter Whipped by  
Masked Citizens of Abilene, February 18, 1922

“The Klan is everywhere” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99

W. P. Evans: To the Editor of the Observer, May 20 and  
June 3, 1923

Black Migration to the North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

George Brooks: Far Away Blues, recorded 1923
“Wandered north to roam” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Walter White: Report on the Lynching of Sammie Smith,  
December 1924

“The frame of absolute disregard” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109

The Rocky Mountain News: Decision Rendered in Students’  
Row, January 8, 1925

Discrimination in the Denver Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Alain Locke: Enter the New Negro, March 1925
“A spiritual Coming of Age”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118

W.E.B. Du Bois: The Challenge of Detroit, November 1925
Housing Segregation in the North . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

The New York Amsterdam News: We Must Fight if We Would 
Survive, November 18, 1925

“Dr. Sweet’s battle . . . is our battle” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Nettie George Speedy: “Not Guilty,” Dr. Sweet Tells Jury, 
November 28, 1925

“My back was up against the wall”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Clifton F. Richardson: Why I Stay in Texas and Fight,  
September 24, 1927

A Texas Editor’s “burning zeal” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145

Ned Cobb: from All God’s Dangers: The Life of Nate Shaw,  
1904–8, c. 1930

An Alabama Sharecropper Remembers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   10JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   10 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



 CONteNtS xi

Elizabeth Lawson: They Shall Not Die! Stop the Legal Lynching:  
The Story of Scottsboro in Pictures, 1932

“The cause of all the workers”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

The Advocate: Calls Negro Masses to Unite, June 19, 1932
“Communism race’s only salvation”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174

The Chicago Defender: What Do You Say About It?,  
September 10, 1932

Abolishing Confederate Monuments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175

Baltimore Afro- American: The Lynching of George Armwood, 
October 28, 1933

“A bloody carnival” in Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

California Eagle: Scottsboro Youths in Greatest Danger; 
Organizations Asked to Send Delegates to Congress,  
July 20, 1934

Raising Funds for an Appeal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185

Ben Davis, Jr.: Scottsboro Attorneys in High Court,  
February 16, 1935

Presenting Evidence of a Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186

Marguerite Young: Knight Has No Answer to the Scottsboro 
Defense, February 19, 1935

Arguments in Norris v. Alabama  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

Baltimore Afro- American: Watching the Scottsboro Case in  
Supreme Court, February 23, 1935

“Questions of incredulity” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192

Louis R. Lautier: Highest Court Hears Scottsboro Case,  
February 23, 1935

Excluding Black Men from Juries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194

Grace Mott Johnson: Draft Letter to the Editor on the  
Scottsboro Case, April 6, 1936

“The common sense of humanity”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

Haywood Patterson to Anna Damon, October 12, 1937
A “Scottsboro Boy” writes from jail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200

Mary McLeod Bethune: Draft Letter to Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
November 27, 1939

A Warning and an Agenda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   11JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   11 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



xii CONteNtS

Walter White: “It’s Our Country, Too,” December 14, 1940
“The right to fight” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208

James G. Thompson: Should I Sacrifice To Live  
“Half- American?”, January 31, 1942

Fighting for a Double Victory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222

March on Washington Movement: Why Should We March?, 
Summer 1942

“Winning Democracy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224

Thurgood Marshall: The Gestapo in Detroit, August 1943
The Police Role in a Deadly Riot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228

Deton J. Brooks, Jr.: Morale Sags at Camp Forrest as Jim Crow 
Rules, November 6, 1943

Life on a Southern Army Base . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237

James Agee: The Negro Soldier, March 27, 1944
Praise for a War Department Film . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240

Fletcher P. Martin: Negro Marines Win Admiration Of Vets in 
Southwest Pacific, April 7, 1944

“Young and tough, cocky yet serious” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242

Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor:  
The Woman Next Door: A Story of Unequal Justice, 1945

Seeking justice in a rape case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244

Earl Conrad, Eugene Gordon, and Henrietta Buckmaster:  
Equal Justice Under Law, 1945

“An attack on all women”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249

Raymond and Rosa Parks to Chauncey Sparks, March 16, 1945
“A grievous injury”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

Theodore Stanford: Reporting from Europe  
784th Wins Battle Honors In Capturing German Towns,  
 March 31, 1945 
Democracy Goal of Tan Yanks Abroad, May 19, 1945 
German Women See Tan Yanks as Men Only, June 9, 1945

“The good things of life . . . must be fought for” . . . . . . . . . . . . 261

Pauli Murray: An American Credo, Winter 1945
“I intend to destroy segregation” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 272

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   12JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   12 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



 CONteNtS xiii

1946–1963

Wendell Smith: It Was a Great Day in Jersey, April 27, 1946
Jackie Robinson’s First Minor League Game . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279

Harry Raymond: Lynch Try Fails on “Daily” Man and Lawyers  
in Tenn., November 20, 1946

Thurgood Marshall’s Narrow Escape . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283

Journal of the National Medical Association: Make Lynching a 
Federal Offense, July 1947

“Only one remedy” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

Anne Moody: from Coming of Age in Mississippi, 1947–48
Discovering Racial Difference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290

Hubert H. Humphrey: Speech to the Democratic National 
Convention, July 14, 1948

“We are 172 years late”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295

Birmingham Convention of States’ Rights Democrats:  
Declaration of Principles, July 17, 1948

“We stand for the segregation of the races” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299

Lillian Smith: from Killers of the Dream, 1949
“The sins and sorrows of three hundred years” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304

Lonnie E. Smith and Christia V. Adair: Message from the  
NAACP to the Negro Voters of Harris County,  
August 21, 1950

Opposing Jim Crow at the Polls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309

Julius Waties Waring: Dissent in Briggs v. Elliott, June 23, 1951
“Segregation is per se inequality” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311

Charlotta Bass: Acceptance Speech as Vice Presidential  
Candidate of the Progressive Party, March 30, 1952

“The call of all my people” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 330

Portland Challenger: Negro Family to Remain Despite Flaming 
Cross, May 20, 1953

Racial Terrorism in Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 337

Alice A. Dunnigan: Resents Ike’s Taking Credit for Winning  
DC Restaurant Case, June 20, 1953

The Fight for Desegregation in the Capital  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   13JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   13 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



xiv CONteNtS

Earl Warren: Opinion in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka,  
May 17, 1954

“Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal” . . . . . . . 342

Jo Ann Gibson Robinson: from The Montgomery Bus Boycott  
and the Women Who Started It, 1953–55

The Women’s Political Council Takes Action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351

Big Bill Broonzy: When I Will Get to Be Called a Man,  
October 1955

“A black man is a boy to a white”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358

Southern Senators and Representatives: Declaration of 
Constitutional Principles, March 12, 1956

A Southern Manifesto resisting “forced integration” . . . . . . . . . . 359

The Chicago Defender: Alabama Pickets Rock- Roll Troupe,  
May 21, 1956

“Jungle Music Promotes Integration”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 363

Harry Golden: How to Solve the Segregation Problem,  
May–June 1956

The “Vertical Negro Plan” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 364

Paul Robeson: from Testimony Before the House Committee  
on Un- American Activities, June 12, 1956

“You should adjourn this forever” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366

Elijah Muhammad: Mr. Muhammad Speaks: Who Is the  
Original Man?, July 28, 1956

“This secret of God and the devil” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374

Malcolm X: We Are Rising from the Dead Since We Heard 
Messenger Muhammad . . . , December 15 and 22, 1956

Explaining Nation of Islam Doctrine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 377

Paulette Williams Grant: from Oral History Interview on Life  
in Houston in the 1950s and 1960s

“We were so sheltered” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 386

The Chicago Defender: Predicts End To Housing Bias,  
Migrations, September 13, 1958

A Demographer’s Forecasts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395

Ella Baker: Bigger Than A Hamburger, May 1960
“A destined date with freedom” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   14JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   14 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



 CONteNtS xv

Robert F. Williams: from Negroes with Guns, 1962
A Call for Armed Self- Defense  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 401

Congress of Racial Equality: Negro Voting in Louisiana,  
c. 1962–63

Disenfranchisement past and present . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 404

Louisiana Voter Registration Procedures, c. 1963
An Array of “citizenship” Questions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416

George Wallace: Inaugural Address as Governor of Alabama,  
January 14, 1963

A Call for “segregation forever”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee: Violence Stalks 
Voter- Registration Workers in Mississippi, March 12, 1963

“A new wave” of Arson and Shootings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 453

Fred Shuttlesworth: Statement on State Court Injunction  
Against Demonstrations, April 14, 1963

Defying a ban on marches in Birmingham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 457

Dallas County Citizens Council: Ask Yourself This Important 
Question: What Have I Personally Done to Maintain 
Segregation?, June 9, 1963

Preserving “racial harmony” in Selma  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 459

John F. Kennedy: Report to the American People on Civil  
Rights, June 11, 1963

“We face . . . a moral crisis” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 461

Official Program for the March on Washington,  
August 28, 1963

“The Washington March is a living petition” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 467

John Lewis: Speech at the March on Washington, Original  
Text and Speech as Delivered, August 28, 1963

“This great revolution that is sweeping this nation”  . . . . . . . . . . 473

1964–1976

Sue Cronk: Labor Report Shows: Negro Women Are Improving 
Their Status, March 28, 1964

Data from the 1960 Census . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 481

Malcolm X: The Ballot or the Bullet, April 3, 1964
“I see an American nightmare”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 483

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   15JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   15 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



xvi CONteNtS

Program of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party,  
c. June 1964

Challenging “the State’s political power- structure” . . . . . . . . . . . 504

Mike Mansfield, Richard Russell, Hubert H. Humphrey, and  
Everett McKinley Dirksen: Remarks in the Senate on the Civil 
Rights Bill, June 10, 1964

“An idea whose time has come” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 509

Fannie Lou Hamer: Testimony to the Credentials Committee, 
Democratic National Convention, August 22, 1964

“Is this America, the land of the free?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 528

Robert Penn Warren and Bayard Rustin: An Exchange on  
Urban Riots and Policing, 1964

Understanding “the three stages of a riot” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 531

John Herbers: Dr. King Rebuts Hoover Charges,  
November 20, 1964

Challenging the FBI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 535

Sample Alabama Literacy Test Questions, c. 1964–65
Barriers to Voting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 540

James Baldwin and William F. Buckley: Debate at the  
Cambridge Union, February 18, 1965

“The American dream is at the expense of the  
American Negro” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 544

John Conyers: Speech in Congress on the Voting Rights Act,  
July 8, 1965

“A measure . . . vitally needed and long overdue” . . . . . . . . . . 564

CORE Voter Registration Training Materials for Louisiana,  
c. 1965

Fighting Disenfranchisement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 569

Palm Springs Desert Sun: School Trustees Set Talk on Negro  
Hiring, September 30, 1965, and Greater Effort Pledged on  
Hiring of Negro Teachers, October 1, 1965

Making “Negro history” Part of Social Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 581

Vine City Project: Statement on Black Power, Spring 1966
“An all- Black project is needed” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 585

John Hulett: How the Black Panther Party Was Organized,  
May 22, 1966

The Lowndes County Freedom Organization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 597

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   16JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   16 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



 CONteNtS xvii

Stokely Carmichael: Speech on Black Power, October 29, 1966
“Move on over, or we’re going to move on over you” . . . . . . . . . . . 605

Ten- Point Program of the Black Panther Party for Self Defense,  
May 15, 1967

“What we want now!”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 618

Earl Warren: Opinion in Loving v. Virginia, June 12, 1967
The Right to Interracial Marriage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 623

Thurgood Marshall: from Oral History Interview on Lyndon B. 
Johnson, 1941–67

A President Without Equal on Civil Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 632

Madison Capital Times: Mob Violence in Milwaukee,  
August 30, 1967

A Mob Attack on an Open Housing March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 646

A Teacher to Father James Groppi, August 30, 1967
Forsaking “the Caucasian Race” for “Down Deep Africa” . . . . . 653

Henry Maier: Statement at a Press Conference,  
August 31, 1967

The Mayor of Milwaukee Responds to a Riot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 654

Leonard D. Mills to Father James Groppi, November 4, 1967
“Here in Vietnam there is no skin color”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 657

Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil  
Disorders: from the Summary: Introduction, The Basic  
Causes, February 29, 1968

“Two societies, one black, one white—separate and unequal”  . . . . 659

Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil  
Disorders: Police and the Community, February 29, 1968

“The policeman in the ghetto is a symbol” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 664

Community on the Move for Equality: Have Sanitation Workers  
A Future?, Spring 1968

Workers strike in Memphis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 690

Whitney M. Young: Oral History Interview on Lyndon B.  
Johnson, 1955–68

Remaining Outside LBJ’s Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 692

Annette Chandler: Father Groppi: A Modern Priest Looks at a 
Racist Society, March 5, 1969

“We’ve reached our breaking point” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 704

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   17JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   17 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM



xviii CONteNtS

Shirley Chisholm: Speech at Howard University, April 21, 1969
“I intend to stay here and fight”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 707

Nick Kotz: Future of Civil Rights Worries Old Guard as Gains  
Are Noted, December 25, 1972

Legal Victories and Economic Problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 717

Ron Hutson: Common Fear, Safety for Students, Ripples  
through North Dorchester, Roxbury as Busing Becomes  
Real, June 27, 1974

Boston Faces a Plan for School Busing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 722

Thurgood Marshall: from Dissent in Milliken v. Bradley,  
July 25, 1974

“A giant step backwards” on school desegregation . . . . . . . . . . . . 729

Thomas Pettigrew: Race, Schools and Riots in Boston,  
November 1974

“The whole tragic affair”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732

Barbara Jordan: Keynote Address at the Democratic National 
Convention, July 12, 1976

“To create and sustain a society in which all of us are equal” . . . . 740

Chronology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 747
Note on the Texts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 773
Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 786
Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 836

JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   18JimCrow_VoicesfromaCountryofStruggle-V2_i-866.indd   18 2/20/25   10:35 AM2/20/25   10:35 AM




